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Verger Emeritus!  

 

On February 20, St. David’s Verger, Bill Rhines, formally stepped down from the 
ministry he has served for over 2 decades.  Bill was presented with a Verge, and a T-
Shirt depicting his nickname “Darth Verger” as he was lovingly and quietly referred 
to.   Bill received a standing ovation along with a Resolution from the Vestry  

proclaiming Bill as “Verger Emeritus” of St. David’s Episcopal Church from this day 
forward.    
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Dear friends, 

This Lent feels different. For the last two years, 
Lent has been a strange kind of fast-within-a-
fast. We’ve been abstaining from so much to 
keep one another safe, that having the liturgical 
calendar encourage us to give up still more felt a 
bit like overkill. This year, though, as we begin 
to emerge from the pandemic, Lent feels like a 
welcome pause; an opportunity to stop and  

consider who we are and where we’ve been. At 
St. David’s, we’re embracing this moment in 
our common life by going back to the very  

beginning: our Baptism, in which our most basic 
identity is revealed. 

 

We’re moving the font from its usual place to 
the center of things in our worship. Each week 
in the season of Lent, we’ll renew our Baptismal 
Covenant, as a kind of check-in and opportunity 
to say yes, over and over, to the life to which 
Jesus invites us. We’ll be engaging in a series of 
discussions in our Back to Basics Lenten  

series, as a way of re-grounding ourselves in our 
Baptismal identity as children of God. 

 

Each week, we’ll offer opportunities and 
prompts to reflect on as you go through your 
week. But the fundamental question behind all 
of them, indeed, behind everything we’re doing 
in this season of Lent, is this: what difference 
does it make that you are baptized? Put another 
way, how does the fact that you are a beloved 
child of God influence your every day life?  

There are as many answers to those questions as 
there are people, I suspect, but the point is not to 
get the “right” answer, or even the right answer 
for you: it’s to reflect, actively and regularly, on 
this most important part of who you are. 
Friends, we are God’s children. How will that  

understanding change us? How will it change 
the world? 

 

With hope as we walk through these questions 
together, I am 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

Andrew  

From the rector:   

A Different Sort of Lent 
The New 2022 Vestry 

 

The new Vestry had their first retreat on February 15 & 
17, where Father Andrew welcomed the new and  

existing members to what has the potential of being a 
transformational vestry concentrating on Spiritual 
Growth, Stewardship, and Father Andrew’s Sabbatical.  

 

There was excitement in the air, introductions, heart to 
heart conversations, and presentations on spiritual 
growth, the budget, and the endowment.  

 

It will be a year of prayerful leadership and  

inspirational spiritual talks, with a focus on the potential 
budget deficit in 2023. Father Andrew’s sabbatical needs 
careful planning and strengthening of lay ministers and 
clergy support.  

 

Various Ministry representatives will be asked to  

present at each vestry meeting to learn and share  

ministry activities throughout our church parish. 

Praise God for the opportunity to grow in Christ and to 
come together as leaders of the church to support and 
bear witness of Christ’s love and call for each of us. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Karen Perka, Warden 

Habitat for Humanity  

Seeking Volunteers 

 

Outreach Update: You can make a difference in Maine’s 
crying need for affordable housing! Our local Habitat for 
Humanity Affiliate is resuming work on the interior of a 
new home in Cape Porpoise! Volunteers are needed to 
do a variety of tasks to complete these affordable homes 
and it’s a great way to use or learn and practice skills for 
any homeowner: installing insulation, sheet rock,  

painting, and more!  

 

It’s a great opportunity to work with fellow parishioners 
and to meet friendly folks from our own and neighboring 
communities. I hope we might find a date for a small 
group of St. David’s volunteers. For more information, 
contact John Cuozzo at 781-771-4692 or to volunteer on 
your own, sign up at www.habitatyorkcounty.org. 
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Lent Offerings for everyone 

 

 

Invite your family to dive deeper 
into knowing and experiencing 
God’s Abundant Mercy with a 
page-a-day guide to daily  

inspiration. 

Daily devotions by the  

renown Henri J.M. 
Nouwen for inspiration 
and deeper reflection this 
Lenten season.  This 
booklet is appropriate for 
everyone. 

A large print special  

 edition  daily devotion 
for seniors. 

Pick up your copy during 

worship on Sundays, or stop 

by the office during the 

week. 

Winter Wonder Gathering Sundays at 3.  Families with 
young children are invited to join us by the playground 
on Sundays at 3 PM for Winter Wonder, a time of  

prayer, play, and fellowship.  

 

We'll meet outside until it gets too muddy, and then 
make a change of location (and possibly time). See you 
there! 

Winter Wonder Sundays at 3pm Stations of the Cross  
begins Friday, March 4 
 
During Lent, the Stations of the 
Cross will be offered each  

Friday evening at 5 PM. These 
in-person church services are a 
concerted effort of love from 
both St. David's, 138 York St. 
(Rt.1), Kennebunk and St. 

George's, 3 Emerson St. (Rt. 109), Sanford to hopefully 
give you a way to meditate and pray with us through 
Lent. Please refer to the schedule as to where the  

services will be held. 

 

March 4 at St. David's - Traditional Service from the 
Book of Occasional Services 

March 11 at St.. George's - Mary's Way of the Cross 

March 18 at St. David's - World View 

March 25 at St. George's - Traditional Service from the 
Book of Occasional Services 

April 1 at St. David's - Mary's Way of the Cross 

April 8 at St. George's - World View 

 

Please note masks are required at all services. Masks 
will be on hand at the church for those who do not have 
them. For questions, please contact Deacon Jean, 
jeanc4853@yahoo.com or Karen Perka,  

kperka@twc.com. 

Lenten Series: Back to Basics 
 
This Lent, we are returning to the basics and  
re-grounding ourselves in Baptism. Join us 
on Wednesdays at 6 PM starting on March 9 for 
Back to Basics, an opportunity for newcomers to the 
Episcopal Church as well as lifelong Episcopalians to 
explore what it means to be a follower of Jesus within 
the Episcopal Church. Using the Baptismal Covenant as 
a starting point, we'll explore Scripture, worship, 
church history, theology, prayer, and whatever other 
questions we have! This is a great opportunity to  
prepare if you are an adult interested in making a  
formal commitment to the Episcopal Church. 
 
This series will meet in person at St. David's from 6-7 
on Wednesday evenings. If you would prefer to  
participate via Zoom, that can be arranged! Childcare is 
available; please let me know if you will need it. To 
sign up, contact Andrew 
at frandrew@stdavidskennebunk.org. 

mailto:frandrew@stdavidskennebunk.org
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Budget Box 2022:     Year of Thanksgiving! 

 

The New Year has been particularly inspirational for us in that we find ourselves with a solid balance in our checking 
account. Our goal this year is to put our non-profit thrift shop proceeds into action by giving to those who are most in 
need.  

 

We want to say thank you to our community workers who have fought the COVID battle every inch of the way by 
putting their lives in danger for others. We recently delivered 100 pizzas to the Southern Maine Medical Center in 
Biddeford as a token of our appreciation. (See excerpt from thank you note below.)  Also, we intend to thank our RSU 
21 educators with a surprise gift to let them know how much we appreciate them. 

 

With a thankful heart, we want to recognize and give thanksgiving to our volunteers. Without this workforce there 
would be no Budget Box or money for community, national, and international giving.  Many of our volunteers are 
octogenarians who are doing a fantastic job in many areas of our operations and continually bring their wisdom and 
giving-splendor to the forefront. Many thanks to our Director, Carolyn Gowdy. She tirelessly keeps the shop running 
smoothly and does an amazing job at doing so. 

 

We are thankful for our consignors as the inventory they bring in amounts to 60% of our sales. And we can’t leave out 
all those who donate their belongings to us fulfilling the scripture “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” Acts 
20:35 

 

We are thankful for St. David’s who helped us pay our rent in 2020 when the shop was closed for four months during 
the pandemic. We are grateful to be able to repay that support back this year! 

 

In summary, we give thanks to God for this women’s ministry of the church whose outreach lends itself to much more 
than a retail shop. This wonderful ministry builds relationships, consoles, comforts, lends an ear to the troubled, gives 
to the poor and needy, and prioritizes a faith giving spirit with a cheerful and thankful heart. 

 

Respectfully 

 

Karen Perka, Treasurer 

Dear Saint David’s Budget Box, 
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St. Elizabeth’s Update 

 

St. Elizabeth's Jubilee Center continues its mission of outreach to our needy neighbors in Portland.  Many of those 
showing up each Tuesday morning are recent immigrants.  Every time I see them and listen to the many languages 
being spoken, it brings up thoughts of my own grandfather immigrating from Ireland with virtually nothing in his 
pocket but hope for a better future.  I am struck by the courage of these people upending their lives and coming to a 
strange (and cold) country with hope for the future. 

 

St David's has responded wonderfully to help our neighbors.  Not only does the church provide monthly financial  

assistance, but every time St. E's has asked for specific help - whether it be for winter gear or soup pots - you have  

always far exceeded the hoped-for donations!!  And the Budget Box has also been an amazing source of linens,  

kitchen equipment and, of course, winter coats.  Thank you!!   

 

If anyone has some time available on a Tuesday morning, especially the second Tuesday of the month, we could use 
some extra hands up at St. E's.  It's enjoyable work, whether working directly with our neighbors or working behind 
the scenes.  And we can carpool!  If you're interested or want more info, get in touch with Kate Burke (978-621-0220 
or kbauerburke@aol.com). 

Volunteers & Visitors: 

 7,119 Visitors – representing 18 countries and 20 different languages 
 7 Partner Churches 
 40 Volunteers providing: 

 * 936 hours of hands-on direct service (Tuesday mornings) 
 * 1,448 hours of administrative and operational service (Executive Bd. member time, church representative 

time, product procurement & delivery) 
 

 
Distributions: 
 54,000 diapers to infants and young children 
 14,000 rolls of toilet paper  
 7,800 bars of body soap 
 Enough laundry detergent for 23,400 loads of laundry 
 400+ winter coats 
 180+ pairs of winter boots 
 
Financial Donations: 
 52+ individual donors 
 7 churches + Episcopal Diocese of Maine, Trustees 

 

With a goal of 12 pots per parish, once 

again, St. David’s parishioners broke a 

record with 14 or more pots donated. 

Climate Change: What can You do? 

Climate Change continues to challenge us all and we ask how 

we can make a positive impact in our daily lives, whether in the 

home, at work, or in the community.  Parishioner, Suzanne 

Robinson, recently attended a comprehensive workshop 

through SSJE, and brought back some resources that can help 

us all to make changes in our daily lives to combat climate 

change. These resources can be found on the Information Table 

in the Great Hall and are available to all.   

mailto:kbauerburke@aol.com
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Day of Prayer 

 

Contemplative Outreach of Maine is 
offering a Day of Prayer with Fr. 
Bill Sheehan on Saturday, April 2, 
2022 from 9 AM to 3 PM.   

 

The event will take place at Marie Joseph Spiritual 
Center, 10 Evans Road, in Biddeford. 

 

There will be periods of Centering Prayer throughout 
the day. We will explore some of the insights from Fr. 
Thomas Keating on Centering Prayer, and his book 
Consenting to God as God Is. 

 

Registration cost is $55 and the deadline to register is 
March 18. If you are interested in attending,  

registration forms are available at St. David’s.   

Contact Suzanne Robinson at opraise@his.com for 
more information. 

Adelynrood Retreat and 

Conference Center  reopens 

 

With a newly launched website and necessary safety 
precautions, Adelynrood is opening for Programs, 
Overnight Guests, and Dining. 

 

On Saturday, June 4, Adelynrood’s summer program 
series kicks off with the Annual Open House,  

Community Picnic, and Craft Fair.  

 

Visit www.adelynrood.org for more information 
about 2022 offerings. 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome To St. David’s! 

Now that our church and building is opening back up to 
the general public, it is time to be mindful of the spaces 
we occupy and how we leave them when we are 
through.  

 

When your event or group meeting is finished, take a 
moment to be sure that everything is put away, cleaned 
up and ready for the next group that is coming in. 

 

We’ve suffered in Building Rental income over the last 
few years and want to be sure that as folks return to St. 
David’s, they can be assured of a clean and inviting 
space.  Thank you. 

Daylight Savings Time   

begins on Sunday, March 
13.  Be sure to set your 
clocks ahead so you don’t 
come to church an hour 
late! 

March Dates to Highlight 

March 4– Stations of the Cross begins 

March 6 –Winter Wonder Sundays begins 

March 9- Back to Basics: Lenten series begins 

March 13– Daylight Savings Time begins 

March 16– Outreach Meeting 11 AM 

March 20– Spring Begins!! 

March 29– Food Distribution Program 9:30-10:30 

………and  Monthly Free Community Lunch 10-12 

The Messenger! 

The Messenger is a periodic publication that highlights 
the season, events, stories, ministry happenings,  

opportunities in the church community and beyond.  If 
you have something you’d like to say to your church 
community, please send your story to 
cathy@stdavidskennebunk.org and we’ll be sure to 
share it! 


