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Hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the 
Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 
Romans 5:3-5 

October 2021 
 

Dear friends in Christ; 
 
On Sunday, March 15, 2020, we heard from St. Paul’s letter to the Romans, the reminder of 
hope in the midst of suffering. The Apostle’s words spoke of the way in which the fires of  
hardship forge and reveal the character that God has given us, making us into people of hope. 
That Sunday, of course, was the last time we had “normal” worship in our sanctuary. Whatever 
lay ahead of us, Paul’s words reminded us, it would shape our character into people made holy 
by hope. 
 
Over these last nineteen months, we have indeed learned that hope does not disappoint us. Our 
hope is in Christ, who walked ahead of us through death, and who assures us that God’s love is 
unbent by the throes of the world. More directly, our hope is that this pandemic, with all that it 
has brought and unearthed, does not have the last word on us or the world. Simply put, COVID-
19 does not win. God’s Church has stood fast through pandemics, wars, and disasters, and the 
Gospel message has not wavered. Throughout history, our hope has not disappointed us, nor 
does it now. 
 
We have proclaimed this hope at St. David’s in powerful ways, large and small. We have 
adapted our ministries in ways nearly unthinkable two years ago. Our worship services are now 
available online, and we have committed to maintaining that presence. Our commitment to our 
neighbors remains as strong as ever, as we have continued community luncheons, food drives, 
and even Laundry Love, albeit without gathering in person. We have sought to maintain our 
connection to God and one another, as we’ve gathered via Zoom and socially distanced visits, 
sharing our hope over emails and notecards, praying for one another even as the months have 
stretched on. And our hope has not disappointed us. 
 
That’s the beauty of hope: it is grounded not in a present reality, but in a future promise. So we 
can hold on to hope throughout any circumstance, because we know that this moment, however 
good or bad, is not all there is. That’s why today I’m inviting you to make a pledge to St.  
David’s for 2022; to continue proclaiming our hope to one another and the world that God’s 
love prevails. Times are, of course, uncertain, and so it is all the more important that we share 
our hope and support the places that nurture it. 
 
In the coming weeks, a member of our stewardship team will be contacting you to talk about St. 
David’s. I hope you will take the time for a conversation, whether it be in person, via Zoom, or 
on the phone, and share your hope. 
 
In sure and confident hope in our God who will not let us go, I am 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 

Andrew 


