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From the Rector - Hope for the Long Haul
Way back in March (remember March? It was about six years ago), Bishop Brown
told a gathering of clergy and lay leaders in the diocese that we were not sure whether
we were preparing, metaphorically, for a bad snowstorm, or a bad winter, or a small
Ice Age. As the pandemic stretches into its seventh month, with a vaccine anywhere
from three to six to twelve months away, it’s become clear that this is an Ice Age.
There’s something freeing about this: we know that we are not living in an
in-between time, waiting for things to return to normal. We are instead living in the
beginning of what will be normal, so we may as well get comfortable here.
Jeremiah was a prophet in Israel around the time that God’s people were sent into
exile. It was a traumatic moment: the whole nation was separated from the land that
had been the substance of God’s promise to them, the core of their identity. As the
people were forced into exile, Jeremiah did two
seemingly contradictory things. First, he told
We are instead living in
them to seek the welfare of the city where they
went, to get settled there because they would be
the beginning of what will
there for a long time. But he also bought a field;
be normal, so we may as
one that, because the Babylonians were taking
over, he would never get to use. He had the deed
well get comfortable here.
sealed up to last for a long time, as a reminder
and a promise that one day, the Israelites would
return to their own land.
We are in our own exile of a sort. We are exiled from our usual gathering places and
ways of being; many of us are “exiled” from our church, even though we have begun
to gather in a small way. And so, like the Israelites, we need to get comfortable here!
We’ve done this already – folks who a year ago didn’t know what Zoom was are now,
if not experts, then at least competent users! At St. David’s, we’ve invested in a new
AV system that allows us to livestream our services even after the pandemic is over.
We’ve become accustomed to masks and distancing, handwashing and “distance
learning.”
But even as we settle in for the long haul of this pandemic, let us remember
Jeremiah’s field. Let’s remember that we will one day gather and sing and embrace
and break bread together. Let’s remember the hope that sustained the Israelites in their
exile, for our hope comes from the same source: our God who is faithful and loving,
and who never has abandoned us and never will. And in that hope, I am joyfully,
Yours in Christ,
Andrew
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A Season of Prayer for an
Election

people wise, its mind sound, and its will righteous; to
the honor of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

From Forward Movement: “As we move toward the
election of leaders for the United States, may we all join
in a season of prayer, committing to offer to God our
fears and frustrations, our hopes and dreams. A novena
is an ancient tradition of nine days of devotional
prayers, often with a specific intention. In this case, we
pray for discernment in voting and for the well-being of
our nation. Starting October 27 and continuing through
the day after the election, we invite you to pray for the
election of leaders in the United States.”

OCT 30 Pray for these times of conflict

You are invited, each day at noon from October 27
through November 4, to pray this novena with us for
wisdom and discernment in our upcoming election. Fr.
Andrew will be streaming the prayers on our Facebook
page, but you are invited to pray with us wherever you
are. In a divisive election such as this one, faithful
Christians of all political parties can unite in prayer for
our nation. Pray with us!

O God, by whom the meek are guided in judgment,
and light riseth up in darkness for the godly: Grant us,
in all our doubts and uncertainties, the grace to ask
what thou wouldest have us to do, that the Spirit of
wisdom may save us from all false choices, and that in
thy light we may see light, and in thy straight path may
not stumble; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

OCT 27 Pray for the nation
Lord God Almighty, you have made all the peoples of
the earth for your glory, to serve you in freedom and in
peace: Give to the people of our country a zeal for
justice and the strength of forbearance, that we may use
our liberty in accordance with your gracious will;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

OCT 28 Pray for every human heart
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may
so move every human heart and especially the hearts of
the people of this land, that barriers which divide us
may crumble, suspicions disappear, and Hatreds cease;
that our divisions being healed, we may live in justice
and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

O God, you have bound us together in a common life.
Help us, in the midst of our struggles for justice and
truth, to confront one another without hatred or
bitterness, and to work together with mutual
forbearance and respect; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

OCT 31 Pray for guidance

NOV 1 Pray for direction from God
Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings with thy most
gracious favor, and further us with thy continual help;
that in all our works begun, continued, and ended in
thee, we may glorify thy holy Name, and finally, by
thy mercy, obtain everlasting life; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

NOV 2 Pray for discernment
O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people
who call upon you, and grant that they may know and
understand what things they ought to do, and also may
have grace and power faithfully to accomplish them;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.

NOV 3 Pray for the election
OCT 29 Pray for those who influence
public opinion
Almighty God, you proclaim your truth in every age by
many voices: Direct, in our time, we pray, those who
speak where many listen and write what many read; that
they may do their part in making the heart of this

Almighty God, to whom we must account for all our
powers and privileges: Guide the people of the United
States in the election of officials and representatives;
that, by faithful administration and wise laws, the
rights of all may be protected and our nation be
(continued on next page)
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enabled to fulfill your purposes; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

NOV 4 Pray for our own work for the
common good
Almighty God our heavenly Father, you declare your
glory and show forth your handiwork in the heavens
and in the earth: Deliver us in our various occupations
from the service of self alone, that we may do the work
you give us to do in truth and beauty and for the
common good; for the sake of him who came among us
as one who serves, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.
All prayers are taken from The Book of Common
Prayer, pages 258, 823, 827, 824, 832, 231, 822, and
261.

Outreach News
Based on the amazing support of parish members and
the Vestry, Outreach efforts continue to support our
neighbors in Maine and around the world. In this time
of uncertainty, the financial and volunteer support for
outreach efforts are surely a clear sign of the Spirit at
work.
With the funds received, Outreach continues to meet
monthly commitments to: Seeds of Hope
Neighborhood Center in Biddeford, St. Elizabeth’s
Essentials Pantry in Portland, Harmony Ministries in
Haiti, Full Plates Full Potential in Portland, and
Doctors Without Borders.
Financial contributions for Hands Across Our
Community have made it possible for Community
Outreach Services to provide over 25,000 pounds of
food to our neighbors in Kennebunk, Kennebunkport
and Arundel. In this time of increased food insecurity,
our support of this important mission is more critical
than ever. Thanks to the support from the Town of
Kennebunk, food distribution is now distributed by
Community Outreach Services from their new home at
the former Teen Center on Park Street.
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We have three months to reach our goal of 30,000 for the
year – contributions to this effort could be a great way of
sharing Thanksgiving and Christmas with our community.
Outreach continues to distribute Food Boxes for Seniors
each month and to provide Laundry Love gift certificates,
dispersed by Seeds of Hope, in lieu of holding monthly
events at Booms Laundry (on average 26 families are
receiving gift certificates each month).
Beginning in August, Community Soup Lunches
resumed, providing soup, crackers, cookies, and bottled
water packaged for carry-out. Thanks to dedicated
volunteers, soup is plentiful and on average 40 neighbors
have been served from outside the front door.
Additional financial support has also been provided to
support the following specific needs:
Welcoming Immigrants (WIONN)
Biddeford Refugee Support

500.00

Episcopal Relief & Development
Fire and Hurricane Relief

500.00

St. Elizabeth’s Essentials Pantry
Linens for New Refugees in Portland

486.31

Thanks to all for your continued support and dedication to
Outreach.
Gail Freeman, for Outreach Committee

Zoom into PJ Church!
Families and children of all ages are
invited to join us on Sunday
mornings at 8:30 on Zoom for PJ
Church: a 30 minute service of
singing, prayer, and sharing God’s
love with one another! We all miss
our Sunday School friends, and PJ
Church is a way to keep in touch with
one another and with the stories of
our faith. As the name suggests, attire
is informal! Interested in
participating or helping with the
service? Contact Fr. Andrew at
frandrew@stdavidskennebunk.org.
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2020 and St. David’s Vestry
When we rang in the new year, my husband and I
happily cheered its arrival and a new start with “2020
vision.” 2019 had been a rough year for us and we
looked forward to a clear light of love, hope, good
health and happiness.
The 2020 Vestry met after the annual meeting with a
clear vision of a vibrant parish continuing its
ministries that were already thriving and looking at
possibilities of new avenues to explore, navigate and
initiate. Then March 18th came. Father Andrew
announced that we had to close our doors because of
the pandemic. How quickly everything changed. The
Vestry quickly jumped into the mode of virtual
meetings and began to see our new focus - to protect
each other and our community while keeping St.
David’s mission and ministries alive. Each of the
members thought that this would be temporary and
worked toward an interim plan until we could be
together again in our church. Through the spring,
your Vestry worked tirelessly, meeting via Zoom as
often as needed, to oversee the spiritual, missional,
and financial aspects of St. David’s. The world
around us was changing often, sometimes daily, and
we had more questions than answers so much of the
time. Each Vestry member was struggling
emotionally and physically to understand what the
pandemic meant for his/her personal well-being and
with that of their loved ones. These feelings, I
believe, kept us focused on our tasks as they were
presented to us.
As I write today, the clear light that I saw in January
with my husband is still dim to my eye. However, it
is still there and with love, patience, taking care of
each other and finding strength, love and wisdom
through our Lord, this trial in our lives will pass to a
brighter day for all.
I am proud to be part of this Vestry and being able to
work together for our family of St. David’s. I am
grateful for each one of you. Together, this group
has had to make tough decisions. With each person
thinking carefully about all aspects of this pandemic
and how it has affected our congregation and
community, we have had excellent conversations to
bring us to the best path to take, no matter the topic.
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The commitment that I see in this ministry keeps me
focused I on what I can do for St. David’s.
My heartfelt thanks to each of you; Father Andrew, Kris
Conley, Gail Chandler, Michael Donaghy, Craig
MacDonald, Karen Perka, Tom Macisso, Holly
Margeson-Gamache, Chris MacClinchy, Mary Provo,
Carol Weeks, Vivian Bachorik, and Adam Andrews.
St. David’s is alive and thriving, just a little
differently than I thought. Many of its ministries and
committees have been working a little more quietly,
that’s all. These ministries along with the Vestry, are
always excited to see new faces who can add
inspiration for new ideas and insight into our parish. If
you are interested in learning more about a ministry,
please contact Cathy in the office.
I pray for good news, good health and good times soon.
Stay safe and be well,
Ellen Tacy, Warden

The Budget Box is Back!
St. David’s Budget Box closed for four and a half months
due to the COVID pandemic. When Governor Mills and
the Maine CDC said it was safe for retail shops to open
with proper precautions, we started getting ready for our
big re-opening event.
Our safety protocols include wearing masks at all times,
social distancing, hand-sanitizing, contact tracing,
limiting the number of customers to five at a time, as
well as monitoring entrance and exit traffic flows.
We are happy to report that St. David’s Budget Box
re-opened on August 1, 2020, on an abbreviated shopping schedule. Shopping hours are Wednesday through
Friday from 11 AM – 4 PM and Saturdays 10 AM - 4
PM. Consignments and donations are being
processed on Mondays and Tuesdays from
10 AM – 1 PM.
Our customers are so excited that we are open and have
expressed many thanks to our careful protocols. Our
volunteers have gone above and beyond to maintain a
safe environment for both volunteers and guests. We
have also successfully implemented a new credit-card
processing system, increasing sales, customer service,
and satisfaction.
(continued on page 7)
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Update from the Treasurer
Once again as Treasurer I can offer you good
financial news. Thanks to you all we continue to pay
our bills and meet our payroll. Our cash position is
good because of your commitment to your pledges
and because of the many donations from friends and
community. This stability has allowed us to meet our
financial responsibilities without tapping into our
Endowment Fund.
We are now beginning to build the proposed 2021
budget. Our plan this year is to model the budget as
close to the 2020 budget as possible. There will be
some increases in expenses such as payroll and health
insurance but we believe we can design 2021 without
any major increases.
This also means that our Stewardship goal this year
will be the same as last year. (Be on the lookout for
the 2021 Stewardship packet in the mail.) This will
(continued top right)

Blessing of the Animals
A moderate crowd of various pets and their owners
turned out at the annual Blessing of the Animals
service at St. David’s Budget Box on Saturday,
October 3rd. Thank you to Jim Burke for the photos
of this festive occasion.

be a “Faith” budget because we all want to continue to
support all that St. David’s does, and is, in our
community. Thank you all for your continued support.
I cannot finish this report without thanking Dick Clinton
for his service to St. David’s throughout the years. He
was a great friend, a fellow volunteer, and he will be
sorely missed.
I would also like to request that anyone with a
comfortable knowledge of Excel and a willingness to
work with me as an assistant Treasurer, to please contact
myself or Cathy. We would love to speak with you.
Thank you all,
Craig MacDonald, Treasurer

Fall Clean Up Day - Oct. 31
8 AM - 12 PM
Join our dedicated Building and Grounds Crew on
Saturday, October 31st from 8 AM to 12 PM for the
Annual Fall Clean Up Event. Please bring steel or
grass rakes, shovels, work gloves, and your good
cheer! There are plenty of projects to go around. If
you would like more specific information, contact
Bruce Gowdy (bgowdy12@gmail.com), or Earl
Tracy (etdt01@roadrunner.com). Rain date will be
November 7, same time.
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Welcome, St. Francis Old
Catholic Church!
This fall, we are
welcoming the people of
St. Francis of Assisi Faith
Community, formerly of
Wells, to our church!
On October 17, they began
holding services on
Saturday evenings at 5:30
in the sanctuary. Together
with their pastor, Bishop
Rosemary Ananis, the people of St. Francis are excited
to begin this new chapter in their life, and to participate
more closely in our lives. They’re eager to partner with
us in ministry when possible, and to offer assistance in
maintaining our beautiful building and grounds.
St. Francis is a part of the Old Catholic Church (USA),
which is a non-Roman Catholic Church. You can learn
more about them at their website: stfranciswellsme.org.
We look forward to being able to welcome and get to
know them better soon!

Harvest Fair Update
After our decision in July to cancel this year’s Harvest
Fair, the committee chairs agreed to take another look at
the possibility of offering some portion of the fair events
in a different format prior to the end of this year. Now
that we now have a better idea of what the rest of 2020
will look like at St. David’s and the nearby community,
members of the basket and food teams revisited the
options identified at our summer meetings. Based on
the uncertainty of the direction of Covid 19 and the
stress surrounding the upcoming election, the overall
consensus was to forgo any new activities and to focus
on making the Harvest Fair next November another
successful event for our parishioners and local residents.
So it’s on to November 2021! That will give everyone
more time to clean out your basement, work on your
favorite crafts and prepare for next year’s fair.
On behalf of the Harvest Fair Committee members,
Rick Lombardi, Harvest Fair Chair

2021 Pledge Season begins
In spite of the crazy turn of events 2020 has thrown at us all, isn’t it comforting to know
that some things remain a regular part of our lives, such as the changing
seasons, favorite holidays, and a new pledge season!!

21
20
ge
d
e
Pl
ive
r
D

Yes, that’s right! Although worship services are different than
we’ve known in the past, the work of the church is still going on as
you can tell by reading this newsletter. This work is able to continue
because of your faith, and commitment.
In the next week you will be receiving a packet in the mail. It will
contain a letter from Fr. Andrew, a pledge form, and a return
envelope. However, new this year is an opportunity to make a pledge
online! Simply go to www.stdavidskennebunk.org, scroll to the
navigational bar on the home page that says, ‘support’ and then click on
Stewardship. At the bottom of this page you will see the Online Pledge Card
form.

Whether you choose to pledge online or by completing the form and returning it via mail, please return your 2021
pledge no later than Sunday, November 22nd. Thank you very much for your support of St. David’s as we
continue to find new ways of being the church in our communities.
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(Continued from page 4)

In August, we had a terrific month of sales
bringing in over $6,500 and in September over $5,500.
This revenue has allowed us to continue our
contributions to St. David’s operations and outreach.
It has also allowed us to maintain our support for
many of our community charities and beyond.
Let’s not forget our feline friends. We look
forward to continuing our adoption work with Safe
Haven.

A Poem by Kate Chappell
Abscission
The Layer and the Leaf.

Changes to St. David’s
Website!
We have recently improved our website to enhance
readability, structure, and overall aesthetics.
Improvements Include:
Additional pictures on the “slide show” that show
the vibrant community that is St. David’s
Modified page format for better readability
Information added to the Home Page to reflect
COVID-19 “news”
Link from Home Page to “live stream” service

Between stem and branch
a single layer of abscission cells
count down farewell by measuring light lost, down to the
half hour.
The daily drift toward darkness meters its grasp of life
until there’s no more holding on.

Between our feet and the worn floorboards of our daily
round,

Modified menus to better reflect what we do
Pages moved under different menus for better
structure
Additional information and pictures added on
pages to better serve our audience

www.stdavidskennebunk.org
Please visit!

goodbye cells lay down:
in this dear enamel sink,
this chair cushioned to my shape,
in these palms pressed to fit in yours.
If where we connect
we will let go,
let us make splendid
the fire in our lighted leaves,
forestall for one
more day the lilting fall.

—Kate Cheney Chappell

Thank you, Ed.
Our Sexton, Ed Verge will be
retiring this month. Ed has been
with St. David’s for 5 years. He
always took on extra tasks
without being asked, such as
taking table coverings home to
wash if they were still sitting
around a few days after Sunday
coffee hour, or putting the plow
on his Jeep to do clean up work,
or bringing in tools from home to work on a repair.
We will miss him, but wish him the best in retirement!

Saint David’s Episcopal Church
138 York Street
Kennebunk, ME 04043-7108

Upcoming Video Series - St. David’s 2020

Keep a watch out on our Facebook page and website for a video series showcasing how our many ministries
have adapted and changed of the last 7 months. Interviews, tours, and more. Our first in the series features our
Building & Grounds Ministry. Stay tuned to find out what they’ve been up to.

