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From the Rector:  Alleluia, Anyway 

 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 

         Hebrews 11:1 

 

Alleluia, anyway! You might remember that that was our response in the prayers 

of the people throughout the Easter season. There’s a kind of wild defiance to this 

Alleluia, a reminder that ours is not an evidence-based faith. After all, at our core 

as Christians, we are people who look at a crucified world and proclaim a risen 

Savior. The Burial Office reminds us “All of us go down to the dust, yet even at 

the grave we make our song: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.” 

 

In the midst of summer, when the life of St. David’s is usually going along at a 

slow pace, this year there is a new kind of urgency. What will we do in the fall? 

How will we meet the challenges of this moment? And, beneath them all, when 

will we get back to the normal for which we so deeply long? I can’t give you solid 

answers, not right now, but I can tell you that the Vestry and I are working hard to 

ensure that any decisions we make regarding resuming regular in-person  

gatherings is based on what is safest for everyone in our community and still sup-

ports our common spiritual life. It seems certain at this point that virtual gatherings 

are here to stay, even if they happen alongside in-person gatherings that look and 

feel far different from what we are used to. 

 

We face so many unknowns right now, in our lives and in our church. It is easy to 

get overwhelmed, and very easy to simply disconnect, pull back to what is known 

and safe. But Jesus calls us to the wild defiance of Alleluia.  We are called to stand 

in the midst of uncertainty, despair, and chaos, and proclaim a God of hope. It’s a 

scary thing, of course, to stand for hope when you don’t know what to hope for. 

But that’s precisely what we do; what we’ve always done. The first apostles knew 

nothing but a full cross and an empty tomb, and that was enough to change the 

whole world. Wherever we end up and however we get there, please know that I 

am grateful and proud to stand alongside you as 

Your brother in Christ, 

Andrew 
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Outreach News 

In April, when we were just beginning to  

understand the devastating reach of the pandemic, 

the Outreach Committee asked St. David’s  

community for help. Anticipating that Outreach 

would experience a loss in financial support due to 

the coronavirus and be unable to fund the  

organizations and programs it regularly assists, we 

put out a plea for donations. To our joy, St.  

David’s responded with an overwhelming outflow 

of money and love. Your generosity is a reservoir 

of hope! 

 

With the funds received, Outreach is able to meet 

its monthly commitments to: Seeds of Hope 

Neighborhood Center in Biddeford, St.  

Elizabeth’s Essentials Pantry in Portland,  

Harmony Ministries in Haiti, Full Plates Full 

Potential in Portland, and Doctors Without  

Borders.  

 

Your donations to Hand Across Our Community 

went directly to Community Outreach Services of 

the Kennebunks which operates St. Martha’s  

Pantry, now held at Vinegar Hill in Arundel. So 

far this year, HAOC has supplied funding to  

purchase well over 20,000 pounds of food!  

 

Outreach is also continuing to distribute Food 

Boxes for Seniors and to provide Laundry Love 

gift certificates, dispersed by Seeds of Hope, in 

lieu of holding monthly events at Booms Laundry. 

In late August, St. David's will restart its  

Community Soup Lunches. All of these  

programs are following the safety requirements of 

the CDC and governmental directives. 

 

In addition, your support enabled Outreach to  

disburse funds to: 

 Haiti Nursing Foundation (HNF) - $500 

to the Foundation in a special fundraiser 

honoring nurses and other healthcare  

 workers during Covid-19. HFN supports 

 nursing education in Haiti through FSIL, a 

 nursing school. The donation was made in 

 honor of St. David’s member Betsy Mihan, 

 RN, who has served on eight medical  

 missions to Haiti as well as advocating for 

 LaSalle School Harmony Ministries for 

 over 20 years.    

 

 Camp Bishopswood - $600. Since the 

camp is closed in 2020 due to Covid 19, 

the donation will go toward immediate  

 facility needs and in preparation for future 

 campers instead of funding a scholarship 

 this year.     

 

 Welcoming Immigrants (WIONN) - 

$500. WIONN provides essential services 

and supplies to over two dozen new  

 families in Biddeford, starting with their 

 arrival and continuing throughout the  

 immigration process.  

 

 Kennebunk High School Antiracism 

Project - $500 toward the goal of $9,000. 

This project will provide every student at 

KHS a copy of Stamped: Antiracism,  

 Racism and You, with the hope of helping 

 teenagers in our community identify  

 racism in their own lives and act as  

 antiracists. The fundraiser is organized by 

 Greg Smith, a KHS history teacher,  

 advisor to the KHS Civil Rights Team and 

 a member of St. David’s. 

 

Nancy Clinton, Outreach Committee Chair  

 

Forward Day By Day 

The quarterly issue of Day by Day for August 

through October is in.  If you’d like a copy 

mailed to you, or if you’d like to come by and 

pick one up, please contact Cathy at 

cathy@stdavidskennebunk.org.  
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This is not going to be the typical Treasurer’s report 

with a lot of facts and figures. Those are available, 

however,  if you want to see them.  I believe it is 

more important to relay how we are doing  

financially during these emotionally stressful times. 

 

So much has happened since our last in-church  

service. We are attempting to get comfortable with 

our new virtual church. People are working very 

hard on speaking God’s word, keeping  

communication flowing and socialization  

continuing. This takes effort, time, commitment, and 

money.  

 

The parishioners and the community continue to be 

very supportive. All of you should feel very good 

about what you are doing in this process of survival. 

Our pledges have continued as projected before 

COVID-19 and your commitment to Outreach, 

HAOC and other needy programs has been fantastic. 

Thanks to our Diocese, we qualified for PPP  

Stimulus money. This has allowed us to continue  

payroll and helped with a few other expenses. Due 

to a reduction in expenses, continued strong  

pledging dollars, and continuing volunteer efforts 

we are surviving financially. We have not yet  

needed to tap into our reserves or the endowment. 

 

However, this pandemic is not over and each day 

brings more disturbing news. If we stay committed, 

vigilant, and safe we will weather this unfamiliar 

storm. As a community we are there for one another 

and our giving (time, talent and treasures) shows 

that. Keep the faith, spread the word and please  

continue your support. 

 

Thank you all, 

Craig Mac Donald - Treasurer 

Soup Lunch returns  

in August 

On August 25th Community Soup Lunch will  

return following CDC Distance Socializing  

Guidelines.   The church building will be closed, 

but soup will be served from the circle by the front 

door where the food boxes are picked up. Servers 

will offer a choice of hot soup and will be wearing 

masks and gloves.  Each order of soup will be 

served with crackers, dessert, and bottled water.  

The grounds of St. David’s are beautiful, and you 

are invited to stay and eat in the Memorial Garden 

or the Celebration Garden.  Bring a blanket and 

enjoy your soup picnic style or if you’d rather sit 

please bring a beach or camp chair.  It will be a 

chance to enjoy each other, while at the same time 

being mindful to keep a distance of six feet.  If you 

are not yet comfortable gathering as always, we 

will pack a soup to go for you. We will require you 

to wear a mask anytime you are not eating for your 

safety and the safety of others.  As a reminder, the 

building will be closed so restrooms won’t be 

available.  It’s been a long time since we’ve  

gathered, we are looking forward to seeing you 

again.  Soup’s on from 10:45 until 12:00 on  

August 25th! 

From the Treasurer’s 

Office 

 

July 4, 2020 at St. Ann’s Kennebunkport 



Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius:  

19th Annotation Retreat 

Are you: 

· Looking to deepen your relationship with God? 

· Wanting to rekindle your prayer life? 

· Yearning for a greater connectedness with all of creation? 

· Facing a major decision? 

 

If you answered yes to any of these questions, consider making the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius, 19th  

Annotation Retreat.  This 30-week retreat begins in September and ends in May.  It is commonly called, “The 

Retreat of Daily Life”.  It is held on Wednesdays.  You would have the choice of EITHER Wednesday  

morning OR Wednesday evening.  Each session consists of meeting one on one with a prayer guide (spiritual 

director), and listening to a reflection done by one of the guides.  Daily praying with scripture is also part of 

the retreat.  (The Exercises are the background out of which Pope Francis comes.) 

We will meet in a safe manner—either online or, safely, in person. TBD. 

 

Please contact either Maureen Fulford (207-468-4070) or Ellie Flavin (207-985-2971 or 251-5981) for more 

information, and how to apply.  (If you would like to make the Exercises but are away for the winter months 

we now have the means to be able to do that online).  

 

You may also contact the Rev. Gail Chandler at  207-957-4178 if you would like to learn more about the  

retreat.  

Harvest Fair News for 

2020 

Out of concern of the impact from Covid 19 

on parishioners, businesses, and community 

participants, the Harvest Fair has been  

cancelled for this year. Members of the  

committee will be meeting later this month to 

determine if some of the activities or events 

can be offered in a different format during the 

fall and holiday season.  

 

It was also agreed that any funds raised as a 

result of these efforts would go toward  

Outreach. Our hope is that we may still be 

able to engage the community and continue 

the fellowship that we have experienced as a 

result of previous fairs.  We hope to share the 

news of our efforts before the end of “summer 

break” 

 

Rick Lombardi,  

Chair 

Caring Unlimited Back to 

School Supplies Drive 

 

While school districts around the state are still 

determining whether or not to begin in person 

teaching in September,  it is unknown what  

children may need in terms of back-to-school 

supplies. 

 

Bonnie Gagnon and Pam Cloutier are working 

together to determine what needs school children 

may have this year. 

 

If it is decided that there is something the  

local community can do to help Caring  

Unlimited this year with school supplies, we will 

update the congregation.  Stay tuned! 
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Greetings from St. David’s 

Budget Box 

 

Although the shop has been closed due to 

COVID-19, we have been taking care of our 

two cats in residence, organizing the inventory, 

donating many of our items to charities across 

our communities, and continuing to support St. 

David’s Church and other outreach endeavors 

by our monthly contributions. 

 

The good news is that we are re-opening the 

shop on Saturday, August 1, 2020. To start with, 

shopping days will be Thursdays, Fridays, and 

Saturdays from 11 AM to 4 PM. Consignment 

and donation processing will start mid-August. 

Thanks to our dedicated volunteers who have 

graciously agreed to take sales shifts and others 

who have worked steadfastly to ensure the 

shop’s items for sale are in good order and  

seasonally appropriate.  

 

The St. David’s Budget Box is much more than 

a retail shop in Kennebunk. It is a community 

ministry in which God has blessed for over fifty 

years. 

Safety protocols are in place for both our  

customers and volunteers. If you haven’t visited 

us for a while please stop by, wearing a mask, 

and show your support and browse through the 

shop as you never know the treasures to be 

found at the St. David’s Budget Box. 

  

Sacred Ground Begins this 

Fall 
 

As our nation continues to grapple with our  

complicated and broken story of racial inequality, 

the Episcopal Church has tools to offer and work to 

do. St. David’s is joining with congregations and 

others around the country to take part in Sacred 

Ground, an intensive film- and readings-based  

dialogue series designed to learn the often-hidden 

history of race and racism in our country and in our 

own lives. “This series is open to all, and especially 

designed to help white people talk with other white 

people.  Participants are invited to peel away the 

layers that have contributed to the challenges and 

divides of the present day – all while grounded in 

our call to faith, hope and love.” (From the Sacred 

Ground website) 
 

A Sacred Ground dialogue circle will be forming 

this September. Please reach out to Deacon Kris 

Conley if you are interested in participating.  You 

can learn more about Sacred Ground at  

episcopalchurch.org/sacred-ground. 
 

This summer, we’ll be beginning this conversation 

by watching and discussing the film “Traces of the 

Trade: A tale from the Deep North,” on July 26th. In 

August, we’ll continue this work with a book study. 

Stay tuned for more information! 

Evening Prayer Service 

Thursday, July 30 at 5PM 

 

St. David’s first outdoor Evening Prayer Service 

on Sunday, July 12 was enjoyed by a small  

gathering of parishioners.  The next Evening  

Prayer Service will be next Thursday, July 30 at 

5pm. We will use the same registration process for 

folks to sign up for the service.  More information 

to follow. 
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Aug 1 - Helen Webb-Prosser                Anniversary  

                                                               Facial Surgery 

Aug 1 - Betsy Mihan                Birthday   

Aug 1 - Mary Susan & Robert Gunter       Anniversary 

Aug 4 - Michael & Sue Currier         Anniversary 

Aug 5 - Gillian Charbonneau          Birthday 

Aug 7 - Janet O’Donnell          Birthday 

Aug 7 - Rick Lombardi          Birthday 

Aug 7 - Mike Costello          Birthday 

Aug 8 - Brendan Goodwin          Birthday 

Aug 8 - Jenifer Stewart          Birthday 

Aug 8 - Alison and Mark Rogers         Anniversary 

Aug 12 - Hannah Keene          Birthday 

Aug 12 - Pat and Henry Musser         Anniversary 

Aug 13 - Eric and Betsy Mihan         Anniversary 

Aug 15 - Matthew François          Birthday 

Aug 18 - Billy McSherry          Birthday 

Aug 19 - Sarah Armentrout                        Birthday 

Aug 20 - Ellen Tacy           Birthday 

Aug 22 - Joe and Gale Mazzei         Anniversary 

Aug 22 - Bill and Ann Mallory         Anniversary 

Aug 22 - Bob Bacon           Birthday 

Aug 22 - Spencer  Gray          Birthday 

Aug 23 - Bryan Hauser                     Birthday 

Aug 28 - Marlene Engdahl          Birthday 

Aug 29 - Katharine and Chris Hughes        Anniversary 

Aug 30 - Dennis Ouellette           Birthday 

Aug 31 - Jim Thompson            Anniversary 

               and Denise Dudzinski 

Special Dates 
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2-Jul Ivy Rodriguez    Birthday 

4-Jul Michelle Keniston  Birthday 

4-Jul Florian Charest  Birthday 

5-Jul Ellen and Steve Tacy  Anniversary  

6-Jul Beatrice (Ba) White  Birthday  

7-Jul Susan Gunter   Birthday  

7-Jul Rachel and Patrick McCarthy Anniversary  

8-Jul Bob and Donna Bacon Anniversary  

8-Jul Kate Keene   Birthday  

8-Jul Mary Hauser   Birthday  

10-Jul Madeline Smith  Birthday  

11-Jul Davis Robinson  Birthday  

11-Jul Michael &Victoria Donaghy  Anniversary  

13-Jul Sarah Conley   Birthday  

13-Jul Barbara Hill   Birthday  

13-Jul Maggie D'Angio White Birthday  

15-Jul Ruth Dater   Birthday  

16-Jul Anne and Doug Becker Anniversary   

18-Jul Nancy Charest   Birthday  

21-Jul Cynthia McDonnell  Birthday  

21-Jul Susan Goettlich  Birthday  

21-Jul Steve Tacy   Birthday  

21-Jul Gordon &Carolyn Kershaw Anniversary 

22-Jul Sharron Eastman  Birthday  

23-Jul Gail Freeman   Birthday  

27-Jul Ruth and Tony Dater  Anniversary 

31-Jul Michelle Mondor  Birthday  
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Our New Way of  

Being Together 

 

For those of you who are  online, you know 

the many ways we are trying to be together, 

albeit virtually, during this pandemic. We 

have begun Facebook Live services from the 

church.  We have included weekly sermons 

on the home page of our website.  Further, 

many of our ministries continue to meet via 

ZOOM to determine how to continue to do 

the work of the church. 

 

There is much more to do as we investigate 

improved audio and video capabilities, faster 

and better internet service, all to ensure that 

we can continue to be together as best we 

can. 

 

A lot is happening here at St. David’s, and 

we want you to stay informed.  Please don’t 

hesitate to reach out to Fr. Andrew, Cathy 

Zub, or any member of the Vestry if you 

have questions or concerns about our  

progress.  And, have faith!  We are all in this 

together! 


